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Biography
Growing up in Harlem, on public assistance, I did not think that college was in my future. In fact, I believed that college was only for the wealthy and highly intelligent students. Thus, when I first heard about a scholarship from the Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, I was hesitant to apply. Nevertheless, at the urging of my high school guidance counselor, I applied for it and won. My college education would have been incomplete without the help of the Delta Sigma Thetas. 

They granted me a scholarship in the name of Mary McLeod Bethune, a pioneering black educator. With her in mind, I pursued my own education at Hunter College, where I graduated Magna Cum Laude with dual honors degrees in the Special Honors Curriculum and English. Additionally, I gained acceptance into the Golden Key International Honor Society and Phi Beta Kappa Honor Society. Along the way, I joined the Hunter College Black Male Initiative, a program geared to helping black men excel in college, where I volunteer to mentor students and improve their writing skills. Currently, I am pursuing a PhD in English at Rutgers University, hoping to follow in Dr. Bethune’s path with a career in education.

None of these accomplishments would have been possible without the scholarship from the Delta Sigma Theta Sorority. Every semester, I used portions of this scholarship to purchase books, while the remaining funds went towards tuition for summer courses. This scholarship allowed me to pursue a college education, which neither of my parents was able to attain. As a future college professor, I hope to give back to this sorority, by proving to Harlem youth that academic success might be difficult, but certainly not impossible.

